Deaths Note upon the Provision for Lying-in Women in London up to the middle of the Eighteenth Century.
By G. C. PEACHEY.
I HAVE seen it mentioned by some historian, but the reference has escaped me, that the Statute of Labourers contained a special proviso in favour of pregnant women. And although my search into the wording of the Act itself has not rewarded me, it is likely enough that the Royal Ordinance of 1349, upon which the Statute of 1350 was based, may have contained some such beneficent clause. For if we remember that England had just been stricken with the Black Death, which had reduced the population by fully one half (Gasquet), measures directed towards the preservation of infant life might almost be expected. Failing any positive evidence in this particular, the first information I have come across is derived from an Act of the second year of Henry V, which orders that whereas hospitals founded by noble Kings of this realm and Lords and Ladies both spiritual and temporal, who gave great part of their goods, lands and tenements to sustain impotent men and women, lazars, men out of their wits, and poor women with child, and to nourish, relieve, and refresh other poor people in the same, be now withdrawn and spent in other uses whereby many men and women have died in great misery: it is ordained that the Ordinary shall inquire, correct, and reform such abuses according to the laws of Holy Church. Again, evidence exists that in 1437, St. Bartholomew's, then a religious house, was granted certain privileges in consideration of the great charges incurred by it in receiving poor, feeble and infirm people, and lying-in women and their infants, and keeping them until their purification.
But after the Reformation and the dissolution of the monasteries and hospitals, all provision for women in labour came to an end, excepting the very small number of such cases admitted into the two Royal Hospitals of St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas.
The closure of the religious houses had produced an increase of vagrancy, poverty and destitution which necessitated the various enactments comprised in the Elizabethan poor law-until quite recent times the basis of our own. But all that was compulsory in it was the maintenance of the poor. Workinghouses for the able-bodied, and dwellings for the aged and infirm were authorized, but were not ordered. Few indeed were the parishes in which the able-bodied were well employed: in fewer still were the sick and impotent well attended. Of provision for lying-in women there was none. And even though the erection of working-houses in each parish was authorized, it was illegal for two parishes to combine togebher and share the expense of establishing a common workhouse. That power was withheld until 1723, when an Act of George I legalized the combination of two or more parishes to form a Union, giving an impetus to the workhouse movement, and eventuating in the provision of workhouse infirmaries. The accommodation afforded by these only consisted at first of one or more wards in the workhouse which were set aside for the sick, and in some cases for lying-in women, until in time the infirmary became a separate building.
The first evidence we have of any specific provision for lying-in women occurs in the proposal of the Westminster Charitable Society, which in 1716 launched a scheme for the relief of the sick and needy, and for the lodging, maintenance, and treatment of poor lying-in women in the parish of St. Margaret. As the parent of our voluntary hospitals this society deserves record and recognition. Three years later the Westminster Innfrmary was established, and in 1734 St. George's opened its doors: but in each case lyingin women were specifically excluded. The accommodation was small and inadequate; the want of sanitation horrible to contemplate. But eighteen months after its foundation, a suggestion was made and considered by the governors of St. George's for the setting aside of one ward for lying-in women, to receive twenty-five cases, which were to be attended by a midwife and four nurses. The project, however, did not mature, and from my knowledge of the then condition of the hospital, I think it was for the best.
The establishment of other voluntary hospitals followed in quick succession at Winchester, Bristol, York, Exeter, Bath and Northampton in the provinces, and in the Metropolis the London Hospital at Mile End in 1740, and the Middlesex in 1745. But in none of these was any provision made for maternity caess, until in July, 1747, special wards on a separate floor were set aside at the Middlesex for married lying-in women, an example which was followed in 1749 by the establishment of the Lying-in Hospital in Brownlow Street, Holborn, and in 1750 by the City of London Lying-in Hospital in Aldersgate, Street. But these likewise were for married women only.
It has been supposed that together with the celebrated Dublin Charitythe Rotunda-which was opened in 1745 by Dr. Benjamin Mosse at his own expense, these were the first lying-in hospitals in the British Isles. But this is incorrect.
Among the Sloane MSS. in the British Museum is a letter1 from Sir Richard Manningham, which shows that in the summer of 1739 he rented and opened a house, or part of a house, in Jermyn Street, next to his own residence, for the reception and treatment of twenty-five lying-in women. It was supported by voluntary subscriptions, and has claim to further recognition. Founded by Manningham, who was the foremost obstetrician of his time, it appears to have been carried on under his auspices until about 1752, when Dr. Felix Macdonough succeeded him in its management.
In that year Macdonough advertised that he would give a course of lectures on midwifery at his house in Bury Street, St. James's, and at the Lying-in Infirmary in Jermyn Street. In 1753 Macdonough's advertisement was repeated, but the lectures were given at his lying-in hospital in Duke Street, Grosvenor Square. In 1754 he was still living in Bury Street, but the lectures were given at the General Lying-in Hospital for unmarried and married women in Duke Street, Grosvenor Square; and Maitland in his "History of London," published in 1756, confirms its identity by saying that it was formerly in Jermyn Street. Advertisements of the charity show that it remained in Duke Street till 1762, but I have evidence that shortly afterwards it was moved to Quebec Street in the parish of St. Marylebone, being still known as the General Lying-in Hospital. There it remained till about 1773, when it was again moved to St. Gebrge's Row, near Oxford Street turnpikethe Marble Arch-and at that date Dr. Macdonough was still its medical officer. In 1791 it was moved to Bayswater Hall, near Queen's Road: and in 1809 it was still at that address, and its financial position was very bad. But it mapaged to secure the support of the Duke of Sussex, by whose influence Queen Charlotte became its patron and lent her name to the institution, and this same year it was moved to the site which it still occupies. The history of Queen Charlotte's Hospital was written by its quondam secretary, Mr. Ryan, who begins with the statement that it was founded in 1752, and that its history, and even its site, during the first thirty years of its existence is uncertain. There is, however, no longer any doubt of its identity with the institution founded by Sir Richard Manningham in 1739, and as such it can claim to be the earliest lying-in hospital not only in London, but in the British Isles. I may perhaps add that these particulars are published here for the first time. I will conclude these somewhat disconnected remarks with a few words on the early teaching of midwifery in London.
The first advertisement of such lectures which I have come across is that of John Maubray. (Sloane MS. 4056, . Sufficient being subscribed to make a beginning, and several having promised, so soon as the undertaking is set on foot, to send their benefactions, I have, therefore, taken an apartment at 32 pounds p. a. rent, which will accommodate 300 women in a year, and am making preparations for the reception of some by midsummer day next; the bearer, therefore, waits on you with a receipt from our treasurer, Thomas Hardy, Esq., for the four guineas subscription you were pleased to honour our charitable undertaking with, comprehending many new and undeniable rules for the safe and expeditious performance of deliveries in all cases of births, according to the latest improvements of this most ingenious art, wherein the doctrine of manual operation will be clearly explained, its certainty and facility manifestly made out, as also the vile practice and abominable use of instruments will be openly exposed and confuted. But because the theoretical part is not altogether sufficient for the full instruction of such as design to apply themselves, this way, the doctor proposes also to find them that enter as pupils proper subjects and sufficient opportunities for practical experience conformable to the laudable custom of France and other foreign parts. These useful lectures of natural philosophy will be continued twice a week all the winter season: Author also of the book lately published entitled 'The Female Physician,' which is printed and sold by James Holland, at the Bible and Ball, in St. Paul's Churchyard."
Maubray continued his lectures till 1731, and possibly later. He does not appear to have undertaken the instruction of midwives.
The next teacher of whom I have definite knowledge was Edmund Chapman, who advertised, in 1736, that he would instruct young gentlemen in the art of midwifery, in Orange Street, Red Lion Square. Chapman was the author of a work on midwifery. Then comes Sir Richard Manningham, whose first advertisement appeared September 20, 1739:
" From the Lying-in Apartment in the great Auction-house in Jermyn Street, St. James's. As hitherto midwives and other practitioners of midwifery here in England have very often been at a great loss for want of proper opportunities of instruction in the art and practice of midwifery, therefore, at the said house Lectures will be read and young physicians, surgeons, and women, perfectly taught the art and practice of midwifery, and the performance of deliveries of all kinds even the most difficult with the utmost decency and dexterity by means of a contrivance made on the bones or skeleton of a woman with an artificial matrix (of glass), whereby all the inconveniences which might otherwise happen to women from pupils practising too early on real objects will be entirely prevented: for by this method and contrivance each pupil will become in a great measure a proficient in his business before he attempts a real delivery. And the young physicians will be particularly instructed in the whole theory and practice of the said art and of all diseases incident to women during pregnancy and child-bed, and of those incident to children; by Sir Richard Manningham, Kt., M.D., and manmidwife, &c. Note that men and women are instructed on different days."
The number of lecturers on midwifery during the first half of the eighteenth century was remarkably small, but among them was William Smellie who, in June, 1742, advertised that he would " begin a course of lectures on the theory and practice of midwifery, wherein all the branches of that art would be fully explained, and the whole illustrated with proper machines so contrived as to represent real women and children: at his house in the New Court, formerly the Key and Garter Tavern, over against St. Alban's Street, in Pall Mall. N.B.-He has houses where poor women with child are delivered, at which deliveries those who are his pupils may, on reasonable terms, be present." And as I have pointed out in a forthcoming work which deals with the teaching of anatomy during the first half of the eighteenth century, Frank Nicholls, as early as 1732, introduced midwifery as one of the subjects of his complete course -of human and comparative anatomy. During the latter half of the century the number of teachers of midwifery was greatly increased and included such men as Kelly, Orme, Mackenzie, Leake, and Denman.
DISCUSSION.
Sir D'ARcY POWER congratulated Dr. Peachey upon his success in unravelling the early history of Queen Charlotte's Hospital. In commenting upon Dr. Dudfield's interesting contribution he drew attention to the Broadsheets catalogued in the Library of the British Museum with the press-mark 669f. Amongst them was " A true Report of the Great Costs and Charges of the Five Hospitals in the City of London," &c. This report was issued yearly, the five hospitals being Christ's Hospital, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, St. Thomas's Hospital, Bridewell and Bethlehem. The Reports for 1645 , 1648 , 1649 , 1650 , 1653 , 1655 and 1656 show that the mortality approximated 10 per cent. per annum, except in 1648, when for some reason it was 20 per cent. at St. Bartholomew's, whilst the average remained unchanged at St. Thomas's.
Dr. L. G. FISHER (Brooklyn, New York) said that in addition to more expert training of midwife and physician, the co-operation of the patient herself should be sought. This could best be accomplished by the establishment of the ante-natal clinic, where frequent clinical and laboratory examinations would enable any deviation from the normal progress of the pregnancy to be detected, and where the patient would be instructed as to her mode and manner of life before, during and after the puerperium.
